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a subject of scientific interest to the learned world, but also one
which might sometimes throw useful light on problems of modern
administration. But as Dr. Hultzsch was essentially a South Indian
specialist, the Government of India, while deciding on his per-
manent retention, proposed to encourage the entertainment of
Honorary Epigraphists in other provinces and to relax Dr.
Hultzsch's editorial monopoly by allowing them to prepare inscrip-
tions for publication in the Epigraphia Indica.

The foregoing scheme contemplated, it will be observed, that
all initiative and responsibility in the matter of conservation should
continue to rest with the Provincial Governments, and made no pro-
vision for enabling the Government of India to inform themselves
as to how this responsibility was being discharged or for the
systematized guidance of the local staffs. The scheme came into
force in May, 1899, but even before that date the newly appointed
Viceroy, Lord Curzon, had made it clear that a new era was dawn-
ing for Indian archaeology and that his Government would not long
be content with the half-measures envisaged in this scheme. In a
speech delivered before the Asiatic Society of Bengal on February ist,
1899, ke accepted the encouragement of research, the promotion of
archaeological study, and the preservation of the relics of the past
as part of our imperial obligation to India and announced his inten-
tion of pursuing an active policy in this matter during his term of
office. A year later, before an audience of the same Society, he
elaborated the same theme, and thus graphically condensed the
chequered story of the past: ' There has been, during the last forty
years, some sort of sustained effort on the part of Government to
recognize its responsibilities and to purge itself of a well-merited
reproach. This attempt has been accompanied, and sometimes
delayed, by disputes as to the rival claims of research and of con-
servation, and by discussion over the legitimate spheres of action of